Early Childhood Investment Corporation
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Improving Child Care Quality
Michigan’s Great Start Child Care and Early Learning Resource and Support Center
FY 2010-2011

Part I. General Information

Background

In February of 2005, Governor Granholm announced the creation of the Early Childhood Investment
Corporation (ECIC) and charged it to oversee the implementation of the Great Start system—Michigan’s
comprehensive early childhood system. The goal of the Great Start system is for all Michigan children to enter
kindergarten safe, healthy and eager to succeed in school and in life.

A comprehensive, community-based, statewide system of early childhood includes by necessity a system of
supports and services that improve child care quality for child care providers and families who use child care.
Child care is for most children the most important early learning environment outside of their own homes.
There is a strong interest from many stakeholders in improving child care quality across the State of Michigan,
with child care providers in all settings. The ECIC has been engaged in child care quality improvement
research with stakeholders including practitioners and families to determine priorities and needs for improving
child care quality. The ECIC also engaged communities of color in conversations about child care quality. The
ECIC learned how factors such as race, culture and class affect child care quality. States across the country are
investing in child care quality improvement initiatives, including a system of supports and services for child
care providers and families. Effective child care quality improvement systems include professional
development and training in child development and early learning experiences, resources for child care
providers to enhance the early learning setting, resources for families about quality child care, and child care
referral for families.

Grant Purpose

The purpose of Michigan’s Great Start Child Care and Early Learning Resource and Support Center grant is to
improve child care quality and build a continuum of quality early learning experiences for children in
Michigan. The research shows learning begins at birth and the early learning experiences children have build
the foundation for continued learning as they transition to preschool, kindergarten, the school years, and
throughout life. Very young children need early learning experiences with nurturing supportive adults, in safe
and healthy environments. There are community and state level factors that impact the quality of a child’s
early learning experiences and as a result some children are more exposed to less than adequate early learning
experiences. Quality early learning experiences are a component of an effective early childhood system, and
there is a role for a state entity to facilitate statewide efforts to improve child care quality. This grant is
intended to shift the current paradigm of statewide opportunities and support for early childhood educators
providing child care, to a regional system of opportunities and support with regional flexibility and
accountability.

Child Care and Development Funds (CCDF) are available for an organization with statewide capacity to apply
to become Michigan’s Great Start Child Care and Early Learning Resource and Support Center and provide
technical assistance and support for up to ten Great Start Child Care and Early Learning Regional Resource
Centers for Child Care Quality Improvement. Regional Resource Centers are responsible for the
implementation of the Regional Child Care Quality Improvement Plan related to professional development and
training, resources for child care providers, resources for families, and personal assistance for families with non-
traditional child care referral needs. Technical Assistance and Support includes:

1 Maintaining a statewide early learning database,
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Coordinating the Curriculum Review Advisory Board meetings,

Coordinating the consumer education contracts,

Providing technical assistance and support to the Great Start Child Care and Early Learning Regional
Resource Centers.
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Initial grant awards will be made for a 2 year contract (October 1, 2009 — September 30, 2011). All funds will
be awarded based on the selection criteria outlined in this document. Eligibility to apply for subsequent
funding will be dependent upon performance.

Designation as Michigan’s Great Start Child Care and Early Learning Resource and Support Center
As a result of this RFP process, one organization will be designated and awarded funds as Michigan’s Great
Start Child Care and Early Learning Resource and Support Center.

Applicants will be funded to complete the following scope of work during the 2 year contract:

Statewide Early Learning Database

Michigan’s Great Start Child Care and Early Learning Resource and Support Center will maintain a Statewide Early
Learning Database. The database will include a Child Care Referral component and a Professional Development
Registry component. The database will be developed by an outside vendor.

Child Care Referral
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