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Advocates: Invest in youths

B They claim the payoff is less
crime, more successful adults

By DAVE GROVES
Of The Cakland Prass

Mot deterred by a state budget short-
fall, roughly two dozen youth advocates
are urging state and
foderal legislative rep-
resentatives to nvest BLOOMFIELD
in programs proven HILLS
to prevent crimeand  ——
foster snccess in children's lives.

Promoters of early childhood educa-
tion, quality child care, parental sup-
port initiatives, police school laison
programs, youth recreation opportu-
nities and other intervention efforts
shared information with lawmakers
this week about the successes and chal-
lenges they've faced in addressing the
needs of atrisk children.

Several noted that vartous euts in
preventative program funding have
compromised efforts to protect the
health and welfare of children — this
while the state continues to support a Ine Uakland Fress photos/LoUG HAUMAN
3’1;?%3111%;%?%19??%%[11]1 g pris- Community leaders and lawmakers met recently to discuss strategies aimed at preventing youth violence.
ons 1s kind of 1ike fighting cancer by

building more cemeteries,” said K.P Goreyea agread. “If we want to look at the quality of that most other state legislators will s
Pelleran, state director of Fight Crime: “It’s just deplorable that omr logic 1s care gur children are receiving, we have  they do as well.
Invest in Kids in Michigan. backwards,” he said, argning that fund-  tolook at the parenting plece,” Allen “But when it comes to our adget
Oakland County Prosecutor Dave ing vouth and parenting programs has argued. deliberations, we can’t seoim to got it
been shown to prevent many socletal Several law enforcement officers done,” Donigan argued. She urged ads
' problems later: advocated intervention efforts such caes to continue educating and win-
m Gorcyea cited a High/Scope as putting police 1iaison officers in ning the support of not only lawmake
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K.P. Pelleran, state director of Fight
Crime: Invest in Kids Michigan, dis-
cusses ways to prevent teen violence.

HNcatlonal Kesearch Founaation
study of the Perry Preschool Program
In Ypsilanti. Aunthors found that at-risk
children withont quality preschool were
five times as likely to become chronic
lawbreakers as those who had it.

Additionally, the study found that for
every §1 invested in quality preschool,
communities saved §7 as a result of
reduced crime, welfare and other costs.

Glven the state of Michigan's
sConomy, however, many families are
strugeling to find qualitv day care and
pre-Kindergarten programs thev can
afford.

“Child care is a real mixed bag right
now based on the economy,” sald Susan
Allen, director of the Oakland County
Child Care Coordinating Council. She
added that if children remain at home,
soclety has an interest in ensuring that
parents are able to support their needs.

SCNO0LS. SO FOLICe Lhlet Jog
Thomas said such efforts prevent
students from getting involved in
devastating and even deadly criminal
enterprises.

“We can only lock up so many people.

We can only shoot so many people,™
Thomas said. “Let’s stop the learned
behavior and we won't have to arrest
them later in life.”

Thomas took 1ssue with media
organizations that convey the view of
skeptics who say the problem is more
complicated. He stressed that adequate-
Iy funded programs are effoctive in
reducing crime.

“It’s just that simple,” Thomas said.
“They're saying it is much bigger than
that, but it's not.”

State Rep. Marie Donigan, D-Royal
Oak, supports funding the “front-end”
solutions advocates promote. She noted
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“We've got a lot of work to do In
Lansing and we need your help,”
Donigan said. “Just keeping beating o
s until we tell you what you want to
hear and do what you want us to do.”
Several lawmakers noted that while
child development programs should
be deemed a top priority in Michigan,
strained state tax revenues simply
won't support all the initiatives advo-
capes would ke to see in place.
Inlight of this, state Sen. Gilda
Jacobs, D-Huntingron Woods, nrged
Program supporters to seek support
from the private sector
“We can't do it alone — just with pu
lic funding,” she said. “We need to tak
this show on the road.”

Contact staft writer Liave (Groves at (2¢
T45-4623 or david.groves@oakpress.con
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