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AntoineƩe "Toni" MalleƩ is an accomplished family and community engagement professional, serving 
as the Family Engagement Specialist for the Office of Great Start with Michigan's Department of 
EducaƟon. She is an outstanding performer in project management and community outreach within 
educaƟon. She has proven success in leadership, operaƟonal excellence, and organizaƟonal 
development, keenly understanding the elements of igniƟng family and community engagement in 
educaƟon. Toni is recognized for inspiring team members to excel in and encourages creaƟve work 
environments.  
As the As the family engagement manager with a locally and naƟonally known nonprofit early childhood 
agency, Toni managed family coaches and served families throughout Grand Rapids, MI. She was also 
employed with Grand Rapids Public Schools as a Family Support Specialist for children and families 
grades k-12. In addiƟon to these roles, she was the site coordinator for T.E.A.M. 21's aŌer school and 
summer program within the city of Wyoming, MI.  
TToni has also served as a long-term subsƟtute teacher and at-risk paraprofessional while aƩending her 
undergrad studies at Western Michigan University (W.M.U.). She obtained a bachelor of arts degree in 
Criminal JusƟce with a minor in Social Work. Toni has also earned a master's art degree from Ashford 
University, specializing in Family and Community Services.  
CurCurrently, she is aƩending Abilene ChrisƟan University, where she is obtaining a doctor of educaƟon 
degree in OrganizaƟonal Leadership, with a concentraƟon in PosiƟve Leadership. She is the Program 
Director & Facilitator for Ladies of Standard, providing mentorship and support to young adults. Toni is 
also the Vice-Chair of the board of Meaning in Colors, a nonprofit that serves individuals & families 
experiencing homelessness. Toni is a member of You BeauƟful Black Women (Y.B.B.W.), with the W.M.U. 
Chapter. She is the mother of one son who is a freshman in college. 

BBeth Lindley, MSW, has worked in the field of Aging for over 25 years and as a social work professional 
for the last 18 years, serving communiƟes along the north shore of Chicago. Her interests have included 
advocaƟng for adults as they age, understanding the systems that impact that process, and 
collaboraƟng across systems with a goal of leveraging beƩer supports for adults and community 
members. Beth views the Kinship Care Resource Center as an exciƟng opportunity to collaborate across 
systems in support of permanency and enhanced stability for children and their families.     
FFrom 2007 through August of 2020, Beth worked for the Village of Skokie Human Services Division as a 
Social Worker and in recent years served as director for the division. Beth and her team provided social 
service programming, advocacy and support for members of the community across the lifespan 
conƟnuum.   
BBeth earned her Bachelor’s Degree from Michigan State University and a Master’s Degree in Social Work 
from the University of Michigan as a John A. Harƞord Fellow. In recent years, Beth studied as a 
post-graduate with the Center for Family ConsultaƟon in Evanston to integrate Bowen Family Systems 
Theory into her leadership pracƟce. She is interested in the way self-management has an impact on 
connecƟon, change, adaptaƟon and health for individuals, their families, relaƟonships and the 
organizaƟons they work with.  
BBeth and her husband Tory have raised three children into young adulthood. Her personal interests 
include family of origin research, creaƟng mosaic art, reading, yoga and mindfulness.   



Tracey DeFeyter is a Kinship Care Navigator for the Kinship Care Resource Center through the School of 
Social Work at Michigan State University. Tracey is a kinship caregiver and both a foster and adopƟve 
parent. She is a direct descendant from the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan and spent nine 
years working in child welfare for her Tribe. She brings a wealth of knowledge and the hands-on 
experience of parenƟng children that have been impacted by trauma. Tracey is an advanced trainer in 
the Nurtured Heart Approach® and has taught this transformaƟve, relaƟonship-focused methodology 
ththroughout Michigan. Tracey is a strong promoter of kinship care and she understands the challenges 
that kinship families face.   

Jessica Ross is a trained psychotherapist specializing in sexual funcƟoning and trauma. She is a clinical 
consultant and limited license supervisor focusing on client engagement, clinical conceptualizaƟon, 
psychoeducaƟon, and professional training. Jessica has over a decade of experience working with 
mental health across diverse populaƟons and in various capaciƟes in social service. For the past five 
years Jessica has been commiƩed to community educaƟon, specifically targeƟng sexual health 
throughout the lifespan, human trafficking, long-term trauma implicaƟons in adulthood, aƩachment 
narnarraƟves, and coping in mental health. Currently she operates an integrated pracƟce in Sterling 
Heights, MI, teaches locally, and presents at events across the country. Jessica is an advocate and 
proponent of making mental health care and sex educaƟon pracƟcal, accessible and accurate. 

Anthony Queen is dedicated to promoƟng the health and well being of African American and LaƟnx 
families from pregnancy through early childhood, and to eliminaƟng racial dispariƟes in birth outcomes. 
He is trained in Strengthening Families, AdapƟve School FoundaƟon, Inside/Out Dad's IniƟaƟve, Parent 
Ambassador Program and QI processes. He is a cerƟfied Parents Partnering for Change trainer. Mr. 
Queen specializes in going into underserved communiƟes connecƟng parents (emphasis on Fathers) 
with services and supports that they don’t even know exist, and improving those services through his 
learned learned experiences. He is a parent representaƟve with three naƟonal organizaƟons; CSSP - Center for 
the Study of Social Policy, CBCAP - Community Based Child Abuse PrevenƟon, and ERH-Early RelaƟonal 
Health and has been a keynote and break-out speaker in the Early Childhood ConƟnuum.

Jodi Spicer is the Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) Consultant in the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services; Division of Chronic Disease and Injury Control. In that capacity, Jodi works 
with state and community partners to understand the linkages between ACEs and chronic disease, and 
provides support for programming that addresses ACEs and promotes resiliency. Prior to working at 
MDHHS, Jodi coordinated the Ingham Healthy Families Program at the Ingham Intermediate School 
District and the Building Strong Families Program at MSU Extension. Jodi brings over 25 years of 
experience in working with young children and families in Michigan. She earned her Bachelor’s of 
Science degScience degree in Psychology and Master’s Degree in Child Development from Michigan State University. 


