
Michigan's Child Care Subsidy Program
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STEPS TO SUCCESS
THE FAMILY EXPERIENCE

The child care subsidy program helps low-income families afford child care while parents work or attend school. 
However, many child care providers cannot afford to accept subsidies because of low reimbursement rates, which 

directly impact staff wages & program quality. Learn how Michigan child care subsidies have evolved & what program 
changes will support child care providers.

About 56% less than 
in-state public college 

tuition

No more
than 7% of families’ 

total income
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WHERE WE ARE WHERE WE NEED TO GO

Only 18% less 
thanin-state public 

college tuition
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Significant long-term investments are needed to increase program accessibility and lower child care costs 
for working families, ensuring that all families can “Make it in Michigan”�
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ANNUAL COST 
FOR INFANT & 

TODDLER CARE

PERCENTAGE OF 
ELIGIBLE 

FAMILIES THAT 
APPLIED FOR 
CHILD CARE 
SUBSIDIES

APPROVED 
FAMILIES

 UTILIZING CHILD 
CARE SUBSIDY

FAMILY INCOME 
ELIGIBILITY 
BASED ON 
FEDERAL 

POVERTY LEVEL

SINGLE PARENT 
MUST PURSUE CHILD 

SUPPORT FROM 
NON-CUSTODIAL 

PARENT TO ACCESS 
SUBSIDIES

PERCENTAGE OF 
ELIGIBLE 

FAMILIES THAT 
APPLIED FOR 
CHILD CARE 
SUBSIDIES

Significant long-term investments are needed to increase program accessibility and lower child care costs 
for working families, ensuring that all families can “Make it in Michigan”�

WHERE WE WERE (AS OF 2015)
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